"HISTORY X .

" 1867 1887 1907

\IULY4,1867
b -

By Tim Westley PhD. | Historian, RPT Decembefl, 2020

The Republican Party of Texas
- The Great DivadCost Pajd& Power Restored

TheRepublican Party of Texasdhan interesting start. WaspostCivil War,
March 7, 1867and the Congressional Reconstructionwas havingan immediate

impacton Texaspolitics. There was a great push to ensure ne
freed black peoplevould be incluegdin the political landscape ﬂ
* JULY 4, 1867

1877 1897 1917

moving forward: The secession of Texésebruaryl861)from
the Union and thé& desire to reunite meant concessions hac
be made. So, Texas Republicans wasted no time embrac
these new congressional demands and purposely pursue
development of a biracial part@n July 4, 1867, a Republican Convention was held
in Houston, Texas Present were 150 Black Men and 20 AngloBogetter, these
brave men birthethe Republican Party of Tex@RPT)

Diversity. The start of theRPT was indeed
unique, especially with its large number of black
members (who were new to voting daondbeing included
in politics). The new party was also diverse beyond race
as it was made up of 1) Antebellum and wartime Texas
Unionists 2) Recent immigrants from the North (also
called carpetbaggersand 3) Newly enfranchised
Blacks. The makeup would prove to be fadable for
Texas politics which had experiemceSouthern
Democrat dominance up to this point. The famous Sam
Houston left his mark on the Republican Party of Texas

Sam Houston as well? Being the former first and third President of
the Republic of Texas before itdmme a state in 1845, Houston had significant
influence remaining amornfexans.Republicans would assume immediate political
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power in Texas; however, such power would not go on unchallenged by Democrat
counterparts.

Labeling. Democrats needed a waydorvive and the tactic of labeling these
new Republican opponents was one of the chosen metiMute Southerners who
partnered with northern Republicans during Reconstruction were often labeled with
the cynical name of scalawagven
to them by White Southern
Democrats opposing Reconstructic
The labeling also affected any
political candidate from the Norther g
States who came South after the Ci \&&
War to profit from Reconstruction =
In general, thosavho migrated to
Texasfor such purposewere called
carpetbaggersThey wereviewed as
unscrupulous opportungtand that
name was quickly applied to those
politics.

The Republican strategy to
diversify, nevertheless, proved a
great moveasthey wereable to secure many cayrand state offices. They were
also able to gain solid control over voter registrations, place layalipbsitions to
help with local Republican party development, and form chapters of the Union
League, which was very influential in steering the nédaclb vote? The Union
League, originating from the North, connected blacks with Republicans and
reminded them that it was indeed the Republican Party who helped them win their
freedom. Republicans wisely used external groups to gain an advantage over
Democrats and maintain the favor of Black voters. This would not remain
unchallenged as Democrats would become creative in contending with such groups.

Racial Tension. The honeymoon period would not last foreviar
Republicans in Texas.t Was, in fact, ery shortlived. Almost from the onset
division amongRepublicans was presentMuch of the division was based on
platform issues and disagreements about which way the newly fé&Ri€dhould
proceed. Other divisi@had racial undertones (which would later cultivate into part
of the early demise of power witlhhe RPT). One example of the latter made
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headlines. During the Texas Constitutional Convention (&&®), two delegates

were at odds Dr. Smith (Anglo) ad G.T. Ruby (Black), both from Galveston
County. |t was reported that Dr. Smith
derogatory remarks of a personal nature with an overtone of racial predisposition.
The Daily Austin Republican highlightedthe @ dai n and not ed, 9|
attacks wil/ do no good t bThistvauld Beeap u b | i
early incident with race at the foundation, unfortunately, it would not be the last.

Division, nonetheless, as mentioned, went beyomat, and moved to
principals, positions, platforms, and moré@lthough just formed in 1867, Texas
Republlcans saw |ts split almost immediatelgven with the division, a job still
needed to be done and Texas had a
goal to be readmitted into the
. Union, so esolutions of some sort
=" had to take place.

et cansrnu“““

Therequirement and need to
" have a Constitutional Convention
- to regain admittance into the Union
i was at hand This meeting would
|1 take place; however, Texas
<{} Republican politicians  were
p immediately at oddswvhichwould

! prove costlyin just afew short
years

The purpose of the
Convention was to write a
N constitution (and ratify the
" Thiteenth and  Fourteenth
i amendments),however, it was
M clear that the delegates wanted to
: i ! “%4 address more issues. Thus, the
blrthlng ofgreat debates and a greater d|V|deI

Division. There were two factionthat emerged in the Republican Party
almost immediately. Oane side there were the Conservative Republicans and the
other, the Radical RepublicahsThey would differ on thie idea of what ere
prioritiesin Texas and how to move forward in this pGstil War era. They were
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at odds as to the actions to be taken due to results from thergmosbncerning the
right of secession, slavery, the wabtjehe status of the freedman, étc.

The ConservativeRepublicansvere ledby prewar congressman Andrew J.
Hamilton and the Radical Republicans were led by both Edmund J. Davis and
Morgan C. Hamilton (brother of Andrew J. Hamilton). So, there was sdtirg
rivalry at hand as well. Republicans would choose sides based on what they
perceived as important and the route forward for Texans.

The Conservativesere focused on economic stability as they favored actions
favorable to private corporations and desired to push railroad or manufacturing
interest. Radicals did not view such things as priorities, though they too were
concerned about the economxxt greater odds to the Radicals, nevertheless, was
the Conservativebs position to recoghni:
between 1861868 not in support of the war. The Radicals wanted to declare all
the acts of the state government after secessiirand void. Additionally, they
desired to divide the state of Texas into twditimately, the two factions were at
odds enough thain irreparable rift wuld emerge andnly get worse over tim&.

Unfortunately,there was enougproblem between thRepublican factions
that an almosimmediate uproaensuedat theTexasConstitutional @nventionin
1868 Furthering the discord, tieadicals failed to get their issues included on the
platform and tension would explod@uring the convention, there waven a vote
to divide the State of Texas.

The Divided State of Texas. OnMarch 1,
1845, a congressional joint resolution th
admitted Texas to the Union stated that Te ;
could be divided into as many as five stat Colorado iver.
Although many proposaisere presented to divid{<— . TEXAS
Texas into two, three, four, or five states, ng WESTTEXAS\R
materialized®. Amazngly, the tension was high :
enough andan agreement was so hard to rea
during the 18689 Texas Constitutiona
Convention, that the proposition to dividéexas
was not only discussed but a vote was cast aliEE I R C Ty e
convention. Of course, the measure did peds, and Texas remained one state.
However, the idea was thdtexas would be divided at the Colorado River.
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Everything west of the Coloradtiverwoul d be call ed AWest T

| . the east wouldikely have remained Te x a s 6 .
{ CONSTITUTION 6

} STATE G WESI Irn | It was also believ_ed that E.'J. Dayis, who was
. President of the Convention, was circulating a pamphlet
entitled fAConstitution of t
Again, though it was voted on, the measure wdaill
and Texas would remain one state, undividedegast
| from a mapping perspectiv&). There may have been
 somet ruth to this story as Da\
‘ in 1871 with the proposal to divide Texas into four:
S . western, northern, eastern, and southern. However,
~ poth Congress and the Texas ledisia failed to take
OO uLBORURENIIEN any action and Texas remained éhe.

The two groupsneverthelessyere successful in getting the platform adopted
However,during the conventiom August 1868, E.J. Davis and others decided,
t hey 6 d hadeerongh,smtdey withdrew from the conventidihle Radicals
would go on to hold separate conventions from
Conservatives. ThRadicals wuld actually have
two conventions (GalvestdnMay 1869 | Housto
i 1869). During this time, they elected G.T. Ru
as permanent chairman for both conventigns.

Separate Choices for State OfficesAt this
point, the RPT is less than one year removed f
its inception and already they are divided
nominating separate slates of candidates for s
offices. Although the Conservatives did not hc
another convention, they did submit their sepa
slate of candidates for state offices through t

State Executive Committee. Edmund J. Davis

At this point,though he Radicals took a loss at the convention, they were still
strong enough throughout the state with voting strength, to dominate at th€ polls.
Unfortunately, however, the division amoRgpublicans in Texas had now solidly
materialized and would beconwastly. Just as quickly as Republicans rose to
power, they would see a decline, and at the heart dafiitision!
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Democrat EndorsementsDuring thel869 Election, A.J. Hamilton appeared
to get a bit desperate as he moved to obtain endorsements from leading Democrat
Party politicians. This would quickly become problematic for Hamilton and the
Conservatives as many would abort that camp and shift

overb the Radical s. Halmi | t on
regroup and rebrand themselves, Conservative
Republicans woul d hibeval c al |

Republ! cansbd

Fortunately, at this time, Democrats were still not
strong enough to take full advantage of theisibn
among the ranks of the Republicans, and Radical
candidates would still win most of their officeShe
seedshoweverhad been planted and the division had

it tainted the RPIenough that it would not recover and
would pay an almost immediate cost.ltiough they still had power through the
Radicals, it would not last long.

Party Strength. The strength of the RPT was evident and was directly yoked
to the great support from the black wsteDuring the 1869 Election, the Republican
Par t y 0 s strenigtbwad easilyadeen, with its greatssipportcoming from
counties with largeBlack Populationd®> Democrats recognized both the division
amongRepublicans and the power of the black voting Jaod they went after both!

Democrats Move to Seize PoweAlthough Republicans in Texas startefl of
extremely strong in 1867 dominating Texas politics, such domination would be
shortlived. With  Conservative
(Liberal) and Radical Republicans .
odds with one another, Democrats to  [El0¥EYE
advantage and moved in to secure

URSUIT
black vote. F OF
They began trying tentice the THE
black voters with manffree Barbecues BLACK
to build relations. In addition, they VOTE
helped black people to establish wr _ I

was call ed aNegro-
Democratic Club&'® One of these clubs was in Marshall, Texas at Central
Academy. The Black Dengpats established resolutions targeting Radical
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Republicans and expressed contempt for any man, black or white, who supported
Radicals. They pledged to boycott and refuse to buy from any who sided with,
supported, or belonged to the Radicals.

Democrats @asoned that such clubs would compete with the Union League
which had for years helped steer the black tmteards Republicans. Unfortunately,
for Republicans, the tide was turning. Thegreslowly turning away from black
voter support and Democrats meurning towards itDemocrats would ultimately
find success in both securing a great portion of the black vote and soon thereafter
political power in Texas.

Republicans Unravel. Desperate for a turnaround and securing the political
power position in Texas again, Republicans, entertained the idea of abandoning the
bi-racial and agrarian base on which they were birtfdoky wouldshift to build a
party based upon whiteswhosoppt ed t he nati onal party(
policy initiatives and more This idea did not manifest immediately, but the seeds
were planted and would soon grow.

Lily -Whites. Led by Andrew J. Houston (son of Sam Houstdrgxas
Republicansdecidedto change directions. Houstothe presidenof the state
League of Republican Clubs, would tal
action to promote segregated local clu - THE LILY WHITES, -
and a movementhat would come to be - ======== ‘ur.1.y
known agheLily-WhiteMovement” This =~ FEFUBLISAN A% OON e TioN AT
movement was coined by the seco PR R ——— |
Charman of the Republican Party ( |ssmbo Was NotIa It, Nor was the White
Texas, a black man named Norris Wrig | i ¥'e, ogs Him at the Tale.
Cuney!® He coined the term at an 18§ About Pure Democracy,

Republican convention in Fort Wortl
Texas. Thenovementnonethelessed by white conservatives, aimed to oust blacks

from positiors of leadeship within the RPT (even inciting riots to divide the patty).

After the death of Cuneyr. John Grat of theLily-Whites would take over
as national committeeman from Texas and by 1898, theathiyes would take over
the stateonventior?’ This would be the beginning of the end for Republican power
for over 12 years to comas Democrats would continually conduct a power grab
for the black vote and take full advantage of the divided Republican Party of Texas!

7| Page



RepublicansLoss of Political Power The first few years proved great for

the newly formed Republican Party of Texas as they securely held froagghout
Texas However, within six short yegrshat
power would be losis it quickly dissipatedBy
1872 Democrats captut¢he Texas Legislature
and by 1873, they had the Gover@sooffice.
Democrat Richard Coke would win the
Governor 6s of Dbuvercaeenturyt hus
of Democrat domination.So, or roughly 12
yeas (183B-1995) Democrats would dominate
the Texas Legislature and the Goveaffice.
Within a few short years, thenain success
Texas Republicanaould see moving forward
existed mainly inareas with largeBlack
Populations**

With the shifting of tlie Republican party

away from the black voters great shift took
% place. Statewide, Republicans would struggle,

securing only 280% of the voté? A perfect storm was brewing, and Republicans
in Texas were about to catch the brunt of lieTGreat Depressidmppenedn the
1930sandwith DemocratPresident Franklin D. Roosev&lt 6 Ne w ,vbich| 0
was helpingdlacks struggling financially. This effort prompteubre blacks to vote
Democrat Additionally, the Civil Rights legislation of 964 was signed by
Democratresident Lyndon B. Johnsamnd the perception that Democratsefor
black voters gained more momentumheblack vote was now all but gone for
Republicans in Texas (barring a small percenthis, coupled with other factors,
would prove costly for Republicans in Texas.

Long-Lasting Effects. It would take over 12 years for Texas Republicans
to truly recover from decisi@made in the late 1800s and the early to-af00s.
Some of the eécts were as follows:

From 1867 to 2020 (153 years) Texas has had 41 Gover@uly. 14% of
the Governors have been Republicand 86% Democra{85 Dem | 6 Rep)

V 3 of the 6 Republicans cametime past 25 yearsBefore1995- 7%
were Repblicans
V Last Denocrat Governor of Texas w#sn Richardsn 199523
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V It was also 25 years ago inthe4 e gi s | at u ocsatslasd 9 5) |
held a majority in the TX House & Senate.

V Sincethe78L egi sl ature (0603) Republican
TX House & Senat& adding Republican Goernors from 1995
Present®

Considering dime perspective i t 6 s not that far rem
held power throughout the state of Texaboday, Texas appears to be solidly
Republican(Red. However, Democrats experienced the same for @@y éars.

Texas Republicans must remembweeir history and know what factors caused the
initial shifts from powen to the laer changesvhlch brought it back.

/[‘ \‘U'*r/ \\“,
| i’,i:,,:;;}.;:j

Positive Shift for TexasRepublicans.Democrats enjoyed over a century
of domination in TexasThis continued intdhe6 7 @Gnslthee ar | y 680 s . H
a shift would take placewards the end of that tinvath those who were relocating
and moving into Texas. Many Republielaning people started to populate the
suburban (major) cities and a shift towards Republican principles and power began
to take placé® It was a naturapbhenomenon, coupdewith the timing of many
incumbent Democrats choosing not to see&leetion. Addhe right people in place
politically, with an intended purpose to win seats for Republicans, and the perfect
formula for success emerged@iexas was weon its way to becomingrepublican
after over 20 years of Democrat domination
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Political shifts began to take place for Republicans in Texas. Just as the
perfect storm hit to strip Republicans in Texas of power, somdhhatpposite was
taking place to restore it (although with different componeiis¥as Republican
historytook a great shifivhen U.S. Senator Phil Gramm, a Texas Democrat, decided
to switch parties and become a Republican. He was a man with powefl aerce.

Thus, many conservative Democrats, witnessing their party moving further left,
decided to follow suit’ Texasthereforehad many middlelassand workingclass
Democrats leaving their party and joining the ranks of the Republicans.

In addtion, one key figure was Karl Rove who had a strategy to push Texas
towards the right. Texas hdezens oftatewide offices and Rove wanted not only
those offices at the top but at eve
level of the political ladder
Targeting the Governds office,
State Senate and House, Tex
Supreme  Court, etc. wer
paramount in ensuring Texa
became securely Republicnh
Today, every statewide electe
officeholder is Republicaf?.

Timing coupled  with
strategic effort and attention t
details paid off and’'exas saw the
shift back to being a Republica Karl Rove
State.Rove and others were sure to consider other mitigating fabetiould shift
constituents towards Republican votes. Things such as race, values, religion, etc.
Rove knew that such issues couldvdra wedge between conservative Democrats,
shifting them tahe Republican party®

Again, it was a matter of timing, conservative population increases, strategy,
iIssues, etc. which caused Texas to shift back to being Republican. A perfect
alignment of mcessary components came togethed the right people, in the right
places politicallytook full advantage of them and pushed Texas politics taghe

Today, Texas is indeed Republican Strong, but as shown, this is fairly recent
and not the extenddustory of Texagolitics. Therefore, understanding Tekas
political history and the mistakanade, are paramount so that they will not be
repeatedand the Republican Party of Texas v stronger because of it!
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Aut hor 6s Refl ecti on

Lessors. Although there are many valuable lessons that Texas Republicans

can learn from its historyheseare but a few:

Vv

Vv

Diversity. Never devalue, nor abandon the quest for diversitipse sight of

who and whatontributedo your greatness.

Labeling. Labelingis a longused tool othe Democrat partgnd will not go
away. They are skilled at the art and Republicans must skillfully counter it.
Republicans, nonetheless, must be careful not to get entangled in this game,
instead anticipate it, and control thar of perception.

Race Race is an unavoidable aspect of politics. It is the quintessential
Elephant in the Roonrvhich must not be avoided, but properly addressed and
considered.Republicans must not tiptoe arouttng topic but face it heaoh

and properly address it.

Division. Republican infighting isnevitable; howeverpoints of agreement
must bemade,or the structure of the party becosngeakened. Further,
characterattacks among Republicans arseedsthat grow into divisive
discourse over time and eventually letegm party problemsRepublicans
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